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Thirty-Second Sunday YC. Identify with your Faith 

Faith is a strong belief in God, or the doctrines of a religion based on spiritual apprehension rather 

than proof. To identify with faith means to Identify with Christ, the foundation of our Christian 

faith. CCC143. By faith, a man completely submits his intellect and his will to God. With his 

whole being man gives his consent to God the revealer. Sacred Scripture calls this human response 

to God, the author of revelation, "the obedience of faith.”  

On Tuesday, November 1st, we celebrated the solemnity of All Saints; we remember our brothers 

and sisters who identified with Jesus Christ in times of trials, temptation, and persecution. Some 

of them shed their blood for the kingdom’s sake because of the hope in the resurrection. Today’s 

liturgy challenges us to identify with our faith in all circumstances, given that we are all children 

of hope. 

*We can ask this question, Am I only faithful when things are easy? 

*Do I believe in heaven? 

*Do I live as if my actions have eternal consequences? 

 

The first reading answers the first question, Maccabees narrated the story of the seven brothers 

who were arrested and tortured with whips and forced to go against their faith, but before the 

authority, they stood up for their faith and chose to die than to disobey their God. Persecution must 

come whether we like it or not, and all of us must die one day.  

This reminds me the of a 14-year-old girl Leah Sharibu abducted along with other girls 

on February 19, 2018, by the Boko Haram insurgents at the Government Girls' Science Technical 

College, Dapchi, Nigeria. 

Some of them were later released, but Leah Sharibu was still in their camp because she refused to 

renounce her Christian faith like the seven brothers in our first reading.  

 

In John gospel 12:24 the evangelist said, “Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 

remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies it produces much fruit.” In Matthew 16:24-26, Jesus 

gives his disciples a riddle. "If anyone desires to come after me, let him/her deny self, and take up 

his/her cross, and follow me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses 

his/her life for my sake will find it. 

For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world [wealth, fame, success], but forfeits his 

soul? Or what will a man give in exchange his soul? Is anything worth more than your soul? 

 

The second question do I believe in Heaven? Heaven is a dwelling place of God and all the Saints. 

The Catholic Church teaches that "heaven is the ultimate end and fulfillment of the deepest 

human longings, the state of supreme, definitive happiness”. In heaven one experiences the 

beatific vision. The church holds that, by his death and Resurrection, Jesus Christ has 'opened' 

heaven to us. In John gospel, 14:2, In my father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would 

I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? Beloved in Christ heaven is real, let’s not 

waste much of our time on earthly things that will vanish. 
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The last question is, Do I live as if my actions have eternal consequences? I Matthew Gospel 25. 

whatsoever you do to the least of my brethren, you did it to me. Our actions either good or bad has 

their consequences here or in the life after. Today, many people are facing the consequences of 

their actions. If you do good, good shall follow you and if you do bad your reward is punishment. 

St. Paul in his letter to Romans 2: 6-16. God “will repay each person according to what they have 

done.” To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give 

eternal life. But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will 

be wrath and anger. There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil. 

In the gospel Jesus, taught us to focus on heaven not like the children of this age who rely on the 

earthly pleasures; the Sadducees only wish to trapped Jesus, by asking him question about the 

resurrection. They believe that life ends here in this world, that’s why they believe in the material 

things and neglect the things of the spirit that can lead to the resurrection and life eternal. Like St. 

Paul let us continue to pray for our world, that God may have mercy on us.  

 

Peace,  

Fr. Jingbe Simon 


